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Windows Edge does a perfect job opening and saving PDF files, no need to install Acrobat Reader, Opera or Firefox for that. In Windows click on File Type, scroll to .PDF and select Edge browser to open with, after that just double click on your PDF file and it will open with Edge. To convert/save an Edge screen or any (system) file opened with Edge to PDF format, right click on the screen in Edge and select "Print to Microsoft PDF".
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        Latest articles from our Acer Corner blog
                    

        	
Persona 3 Reload: 1M Copies Sold in First Week
Just a week after the Persona 3 Reload release date, the RPG has already sold 1 million copies and become the fastest-selling game for Japanese video game developer Atlus. Persona 3 Reload was released on February 2, 2024. 

The record-setting sales aren’t the only proof that Persona 3 Reload has been an instant hit with RPG lovers. Both GameSpot and IGN have given the title a 9 out of 10 score in their reviews that highlight this installment’s superior visuals, gripping story, and emotional beats. 



        https://youtu.be/gpF59xO4D9Y

Persona 3 Reload Story and New Features 

In Persona 3 Reload, the nameless protagonist is a high school student who has transferred to Gekkoukan High School. He soon discovers a mysterious phenomenon known as the Dark Hour, an extra hour after midnight when dangerous creatures called Shadows run amok. He also gains the ability to summon a Persona, the physical manifestation of his inner self. The protagonist joins the Specialized Extracurricular Execution Squad (SEES), a group of Persona-summoning students with the mission to defeat the Shadows and uncover the truth behind the Dark Hour. 

The story is a faithful remake of the original Persona 3 RPG, released in 2006 for the PlayStation 2. The game was released in North America in 2007. Fans have long awaited this new and more widely available iteration, which offers updated graphics, quality-of-life features, and combat mechanics, as well as added scenes, voiceovers, and character interactions. 

The revamped visuals across characters, environments, and the game’s UI are the highlight of Persona 3 Reload’s new features. According to the SEGA website, all the animated cutscenes from the original game were “reproduced from the ground up,” including the opening sequence. Unlike previous titles in the Persona series, Persona 3 Reload supports up to 4K resolution at 60FPS.  

All these tweaks combine to provide an immersive journey that will keep you hooked as you juggle the protagonist's daily affairs, from attending class and building social relationships to battling Shadows and unraveling the mysteries of the Dark Hour. 






Playing Persona 3 Reload on the PC 

Those looking to play Persona 3 Reload on the PC can choose between Steam and Xbox Game Pass. (For a guide to playing Xbox video games on PC, click here.) 

Gaming hardware is always a consideration, as you’d want a PC that’s not only tailored for powerful performance and immersive gameplay experiences, but also designed for hours and hours of use, especially when you have such compelling video games as Persona 3 Reload. 

Leading the pack of Acer gaming laptops, the mighty Predator Triton 17 X has an Intel® Core™ i9 Processor and a NVIDIA® GeForce RTX 4090 graphics card, which will allow you to enjoy Persona 3 Reload’s stunning visuals to the fullest. This top-of-the-line laptop also has a slim and sleek CNC-milled body and an innovative 3-fan cooling system. 

If you’re looking for a great gaming laptop at a more accessible price point, check out the Acer Nitro V 15, whose Intel® Core™ i5-13420H Processor and NVIDIA® GeForce RTX 4050 GPU deliver impressive performance and speed. This 15.6-inch laptop offers both power and portability, making it the sidekick you’d want for gaming on the go. 







Persona 3 Reload is available now on Xbox Game Pass, Xbox Series X/S, Xbox One, PlayStation 5, PlayStation 4, and Steam. There’s a digital deluxe edition that comes with a digital artbook and soundtrack. The deluxe premium edition also includes a Persona 3 Reload DLC Pack. 

Because it’s a full remake of Persona 3, Persona 3 Reload is still considered the fourth installment in the main Persona series. In terms of the main Persona titles’ chronological releases, it follows Persona 5, the sixth installment which launched in Japan in 2016 and North America in 2017. 

Recommended Products






Predator Triton 17 X 
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Nitro V 15 

Shop Now







About Micah Sulit: Micah is a writer and editor with a focus on lifestyle topics like tech, wellness, and travel. She loves writing while sipping an iced mocha in a cafe, preferably one in a foreign city. She's based in Manila, Philippines. 


	
Ranking Palworld's Cutest Pals: Expert Picks by My Girlfriend
Palworld, this year's surprisingly hit game by PocketPair, is a treasure trove of adorable creatures, each vying for the title of the cutest companion as players explore the enchanting Palpagos Islands.  

During this year’s cozy Valentine's Day weekend, I introduced Palworld to my girlfriend, gifting us both with the chance to immerse ourselves in its captivating universe. It wasn't long before she became utterly enchanted by the game's delightful array of creatures, eventually spending more time playing than I did. Over our 50 hours of shared adventure and discovery, she has carefully selected a list of Pals that stand at the pinnacle of cuteness. It's worth noting that her preferences skew towards the larger Pals, with many of her favorites being the "Alpha" or "Boss" variations. Without further ado, here are the ten cutest Pals, according to my girlfriend, each one irresistibly adorable to her. 

1. Chillet






Chillet is not only a fan favorite within the Palworld community but also a standout for its adorableness, making it an obvious choice for any list of the game's cutest Pals. This creature captivates with its big, expressive blue eyes and a little nose that seems made for booping. The addition of giant ears, cheek tufts, and a fluffy, bushy tail further amplifies its charm. Beyond its appearance, Chillet's behavior adds to its endearing qualities, notably its unique habit of curling up and rolling around at high speeds, which is both amusing and adorable. Its availability early in the game makes it a relatively easy companion to acquire, enhancing its appeal. The combination of Chillet's visually appealing features and its quirky behaviors solidifies its position as an irresistibly cute Pal in Palworld.

2. Mozzarina







Growing up in the countryside of France, my girlfriend frequently found herself amidst farm animals, with her uncle's cow farm being one of her favorite places to visit. Her upbringing gave her a real soft spot for cows, which explains why Mozzarina quickly became one of her favorite Pals in Palworld. These spherical cows, notable for their sharp teeth, are not only adorable to behold but also extremely useful within the game. Mozzarina stands out as the only Pal capable of producing milk, an essential ingredient for those who engage in breeding Pals. Likely, if you're involved in this aspect of Palworld, you'll have a Mozzarina at your base, diligently producing milk for making cake.

3. Penking






Another early-game boss that players might encounter is Penking, which we believe is more closely related to Fuack than to Pengullet, as suggested by its in-game description: 'Surprisingly, it is unrelated to Penguin. Ever wanting to be the center of attention, this Pal will strut its stuff for any onlookers.' Penking has also made it onto the list of cutest Pals, according to my girlfriend. This regal, penguin-like creature has captivated her heart, seemingly playfully masquerading as a king, a pirate, and a penguin all at once. Additionally, Penking proves to be a great early-game companion for your base. 

4. Quivern







In Palworld, the Quivern reimagines the classic dragon with a cute twist, boasting a feathered coat instead of scales. This pear-shaped, waddling creature captures hearts, blending a serene palette of whites and pale blues with fluffiness that begs for a cuddle. Described in its Paldeck entry as a cuddly sleeper, the Quivern offers the adorable risk of a cozy, albeit sizeable, snuggle partner. Its large blue eyes and expansive wings lend it an angelic appearance, making this dragon more of a soft, lovable companion than a fearsome beast. This unique blend of cuteness and comfort is precisely why my girlfriend finds the Quivern so irresistible. Its charming demeanor and the promise of cuddly companionship resonate with her, making it one of her most adored Pals in the game.

5. Eliphidran






On the subject of cute dragon Pals, the Elphidran emerges as a delightful cross between a whimsical dragon and a majestic giant butterfly. With its charming small arms, cute protruding antennae, magical fairy-like wings, slender neck, and big, soulful eyes, Elphidran captures the essence of cuteness wrapped in the power of a dragon. It might not be as cuddly as Quivern, but Elphidran's allure is undeniable, making it a beloved companion. My girlfriend is especially enchanted by the sight of mounting this gentle giant, floating into the air as its dainty wings beat softly. This magical moment, where fantasy meets flight, crowns Elphidran as an adorably unique Pal in Palworld.

6. Gumoss







When she first stumbled upon Gumoss, she was in stitches, laughing for a good five minutes straight. The creature's beady little eyes and derpy smile instantly won her heart. At one point, she even filled her base with 15 of these creatures, just to watch them bounce around in their adorable manner. For those curious, Gumoss isn't typically this large; the one featured in this image is an Alpha version that I found in a dungeon. I soon lost custody of this creature as my girlfriend's needs outweighed my own.

7. Petallia






Petallia, a Grass Element Pal in Palworld, captivates as the embodiment of a floral kingdom, exuding a flower princess charm with its array of expressive emotions. Adorned with a petal crown that gracefully sways, it has large, curious eyes, a tiny button nose, leaf-shaped ears, and delicate twiggy limbs that elegantly move. The blend of pastel greens and pinks, combined with its whimsical features, transforms Petallia into a symbol of botanical beauty and innocence. According to my girlfriend, its enchanting appearance and playful demeanor make Petallia irresistibly cute. 

8. Wumpo Botan







My girlfriend often says Wumpo Botan looks like Totoro took a delightful detour into hippy life, all decked out in lush grass. This big, cuddly buddy sports a charming flower in its ear, reminiscent of Hawaiian hula dancers, bringing a touch of tropical joy wherever it goes. Wumpo Botan, with its endearing chunkiness and gentle demeanor, has quickly become one of her most adored Pals, both for keeping company at her base and joining her in battles. Its lovable quirks and cozy vibe make it an irreplaceable part of her Palworld journey.

9. Kingpaca






My girlfriend's second favorite Pal isn't just any Kingpaca; it's the boss version known as the "Supreme Fluff Commander." While all Kingpacas resemble fluffy royal llamas adorned with crowns, this particular Kingpaca stands out. Located near the Small Settlement teleport statues, it's an early game boss players can encounter, easily distinguished by the two Melpacas trailing behind it like loyal subjects following their king. The combination of its supreme fluffiness and its adorable title of "Supreme Fluff Commander" has captured my girlfriend's heart, making it a cherished favorite among the myriad of cute creatures in Palworld.

P.S. She hasn't found it yet, but there's an icy surprise waiting: the Ice Kingpaca, a cool, blue variation of her beloved fluffy favorite.

10. Relaxaurus Lux







The Relaxaurus Lux, my girlfriend's favorite Pal, dazzles as a thunderous twist on the adorable Relaxaurus, the game's official mascot Pal. This gentle giant, looking like a cuddly dinosaur with stubby limbs and a playful yellow mohawk, wins hearts with its charmingly clumsy antics and paw-like extremities. Its simple yet endearing design makes it irresistibly cute, especially in its rare Alpha form, which she adores most due to its larger size. 

Riding around the archipelago on this giant, electrifying companion adds an unparalleled layer of excitement and missile launchers to her adventures. The Relaxaurus Lux, with its rock-star vibe and giant, warm presence, is more than just a Pal—it's her cherished friend on her journey through Palworld!
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Nitro 5
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Nitro 16
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Text-to-Video AI Tools: Comparing Sora and Lumiere
By now, you’re likely familiar with how large language models (LLMs) use artificial intelligence (AI) to understand, analyze, and generate human-like text, but did you know that there are already text-to-video (T2V) tools that can create realistic videos based on user prompts? These AI-driven innovations can process text-based prompts, including descriptions and scripts, and assemble visual elements like images or animations that effectively correspond to the textual context and requirements. Whether the clips are meant for education, entertainment, marketing, or other purposes, T2V models streamline the video creation process by eliminating the need for manual video production and editing. 

Today, we’re comparing two revolutionary AI-powered tools that generate video from text-based prompts: Sora AI and Lumiere. 

Introducing Sora and Lumiere 

Sora is OpenAI’s T2V model that can generate realistic videos that are up to 60 seconds long. It can create complex videos with multiple subjects, detailed backgrounds, and specific kinds of motion. According to OpenAI, Sora “understands not only what the user has asked for in the prompt, but also how those things exist in the physical world.” 

The Sora AI model can also generate a video from an image, as well as extend an existing video or add some missing frames. 



        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HK6y8DAPN_0

On the other hand, Lumiere is a Google T2V platform that can generate 5-second-long videos. Aside from its text-to-video feature, it can be used to create videos from image prompts, animate portions of an image, stylize a source video based on text prompts, and generate videos in the same visual style as a reference image. 



        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxLr02Dz2Sc

Diffusion Models in T2V Tech 

Sora and Lumiere both use diffusion models. In AI, a diffusion model is an advanced machine learning algorithm that generates high-quality output by starting with noise. Through a process guided by complex rules, the AI then removes the noise and transforms it into detailed, realistic images and videos. 

With Sora, OpenAI leveraged existing research in its GPT and DALL-E models. For instance, the data recaptioning technique from text-to-image platform DALL-E 3, which pairs several descriptive captions with a piece of visual information, allows Sora to generate videos that are more faithful to the text prompt. 

Meanwhile, Lumiere introduces a new diffusion model called Space-Time-U-Net (or STUNet) architecture. While other models first generate multiple frames (the space aspect) and then add the time aspect by filling in the missing data to produce a video clip, STUNet architecture can identify both the space and time aspects at once. This means Lumiere can generate a video in one seamless process. 






Use Cases for AI-generated Video 

Video content created with AI tools like Sora and Lumiere has many applications across various fields. Here are a few use cases: 

* Content Creation 

Individual content creators can use AI-generated videos for social media, while businesses can harness T2V tech for marketing and advertising purposes. For example, AI can be used to create product demos and promotional videos. 

* Training and Education 

Various types of organizations can use T2V models to create engaging educational content, such as tutorials, simulations, and instructional videos. Interactive video content can also enhance learning experiences for students. 

* Entertainment and Media 

Traditional video editing and production requires many resources. Now, creative professionals and even novice users can use AI for high-quality visuals, immersive storytelling, and cinematic experiences. 

* Architecture and Design 

Architects, urban planners, and real estate developers already use videos for virtual tours, architectural renderings, and 3D visualizations. With AI assistance, they can automate video creation and have an easier time facilitating project presentations, client meetings, and design reviews. 

* Healthcare and Medicine 

Healthcare professionals can benefit from using T2V tools in medical training, surgical simulations, and diagnostic imaging interpretations. Videos created by AI, such as exercise demos and visual explanations of complex medical concepts or treatment plans, can also be used in patient education and care. 

No matter what industry you’re in or what your use cases for T2V tech may be, having a suitable PC will help you make the most of AI tools like Sora and Lumiere. Both the Acer Swift Go 14 Laptop and the Swift X 16 Laptop run on next-gen Intel® Core™ Ultra processors with Intel AI Boost to handle and accelerate AI workloads. The energy-efficient Swift Go 14 is a portable option for light-to-moderate applications and AI tasks, while the high-performance Swift X 16 features NVIDIA® GeForce RTX™ graphics cards and 120Hz OLED displays for an optimal experience with AI video generation. 







Accessibility and Limitations  

As of this writing, neither Sora nor Lumiere has been made available to the public, but both OpenAI and Google have released research papers and samples of videos generated by their respective T2V models. On February 16, 2024, OpenAI also announced that it was granting Sora access to red teamers for assessments of risks and potential harm, as well as to an undisclosed number of filmmakers, designers, and visual artists who can provide feedback on optimizing the model for creative industries. 

Just like any rapidly developing tech, these AI-powered tools have their limitations. For instance, the Sora web page discloses the current weaknesses of the model and even provides sample videos. Sora may have problems simulating physics or spatial awareness correctly, especially in complex scenes with multiple objects or characters. 

Meanwhile, the Lumiere creators and researchers assert that while their main goal in developing the model is to allow even users without filmmaking know-how to create videos, the tool can be misused for generating malicious or fake content. Building tools and resources to ensure the safe and fair use of T2V models is imperative, although the Lumiere team did not expound how this can be done. 

Models like Sora and Lumiere are still developing, but we can already see the potential text-to-video AI has to revolutionize communication and storytelling across diverse industries. Once the kinks have been ironed out, T2V tech will allow individuals and organizations to engage audiences with dynamic storytelling and immersive visual experiences. 

Recommended Products






Swift Go 14 Laptop 

Shop Now







Swift X 16 Laptop

Shop Now





About Micah Sulit: Micah is a writer and editor with a focus on lifestyle topics like tech, wellness, and travel. She loves writing while sipping an iced mocha in a cafe, preferably one in a foreign city. She's based in Manila, Philippines. 


	
From Early to Late Game: Best Stratagems in Helldivers 2
In Helldivers 2, Stratagems are special abilities that players can utilize during missions to gain an advantage in combat or to support their squad. Although some Stratagems are generally more effective than others, the best choices often depend on the specific situation. To unlock Stratagems, players need to meet the level requirement and have enough Requisition Slips to purchase these special skills at the Ship Management terminal.

What is the fastest way to unlock Strategems in Helldivers 2?

To acquire all the Stratagems in the game, players will need to reach level 20 and purchase Stratagems using Requisition slips. Achieving level 20 requires approximately 23,900 XP. 

Even with the latest patch, the quickest method to level up and obtain Requisition Slips is by repeatedly completing Eradicate missions in Helldivers 2. With a team of four, these missions yield a base XP of about 300 and 1,200 Requisition Slips upon completion, with each Eradicate mission taking roughly 8-10 minutes to complete (It was previously around 4-5 minutes). The bonus modifier to your gained XP and Requisition Slips based on difficulty levels are as follows: 

* Trivial (+0% Bonus) 
* Easy (+0% Bonus) 
* Medium (+25%) 
* Challenging (+50%) 
* Hard (+75%) 
* Extreme (+100%) 
* Suicide Mission (+150%) 
* Impossible (+200%) 
* Helldive (+250%) 

Playing back-to-back Eradicate missions for 1 hour could earn you between 1,800 XP and 7,200 Requisition Slips (in Trivial or Easy mode) to 4,500 XP and 18,000 Requisition Slips (in Helldive mode). 

Now that you know the most effective way to farm levels and Requisition Slips, let's explore the essential Stratagems you'll need for playing this game, especially at higher difficulties. 

Note: In higher difficulties, lacking meta-approved Stratagems may get you booted by the game host.

Best Stratagems in Helldivers 2

1. Eagle Airstrike






* Call-In-Time: 0 seconds 
* Uses: 2 
* Cooldown time: 15 seconds 
* Requirement: Level 2 
* Unlock cost: 4,000 Requisition Slips 

This early-game stratagem, with its wide target area and high damage, is effective against durable targets but prone to inaccuracy and potential team harm. Despite this, it's invaluable for closing bug holes, combating armored foes, and clearing enemy waves. The Eagle AirStrike, which can be used twice before rearming, carpet bombs in a line from the beacon throw, destroying nearly all enemy types, including nests and fabricators. Its versatility ensures its utility in various missions, making it one of the few early-game stratagems that remain valuable in higher difficulties.

2. Supply Pack







* Call-In-Time: 5 seconds 
* Uses: Unlimited 
* Cooldown time: 480 Seconds 
* Requirement: Level 3 
* Unlock cost: 4,000 Requisition Slips

This ammo and stim dispenser is the second-best backpack item in Helldivers 2, right after the Shield Generator Pack, and is a crucial addition to any team, though only one is necessary. It allows the wearer to distribute ammo and stims to teammates or themselves, with the ability to replenish its contents from Resupply Stratagem crates. This item significantly enhances supply efficiency by doubling the supplies available to the team, as picking up a supply crate recharges both the individual's and the backpack's supplies. 

Particularly in the more challenging levels, where the use of ammo, stims, and grenades is frequent, this backpack guarantees a steady supply of critical resources for your team. It takes up the backpack slot without using the third weapon slot, proving to be an indispensable tool for prolonged combat situations. 

3. Recoilless Rifle






* Call-In-Time: 3 seconds 
* Uses: Unlimited 
* Cooldown time: 480 seconds 
* Requirement: Level 5 
* Unlock cost: 6,000 Requisition Slips

The Recoilless Rifle stands out as a powerful single-shot weapon, effective from early stages and remains valuable throughout the game. It excels at clearing swarms, damaging armored enemies like Tanks, Chargers, Bile Titans, and Hulks, and can even take down Automaton Dropships with a single shot to a propeller engine, eliminating all onboard enemies. Despite its strengths, the weapon's main drawback is its slow solo reload time, though this can be mitigated if a teammate with an ammo backpack assists, allowing for rapid successive firing. 

It is a solid alternative to the Expendable Anti-Tank Stratagem, offering roughly the same damage output but with the advantage of three times the ammo capacity. However, the Expendable Launcher, not requiring a dedicated reloader, might perform similarly but more efficiently in some scenarios. 

While it's beneficial to have in the team's arsenal for its versatility and firepower, it's most efficient when just one player per game carries it to optimize team composition and resource allocation. Proper positioning and careful use are essential, especially in intense battles where reloading can be challenging without teammate support.

4. Gatling Sentry







* Call-In-Time: 3 seconds 
* Uses: Unlimited 
* Cooldown time: 180 seconds 
* Requirement: Level 5 
* Unlock cost: 4,000 Requisition Slips

The Gatling gun, is the second-best early-game sentry, in the game and excels at eliminating most targets except for heavily armored ones. It's prone to hitting teammates if not positioned carefully, so placing it on high ground with a clear line of fire that avoids allies is advisable. While it's frequently used in low to medium difficulties, its presence diminishes in higher difficulty levels due to the increase in armored enemies. Nonetheless, it still finds utility in Eradicate and Extraction missions at these levels despite not scaling as effectively.

5. Laser Cannon






* Call-In-Time: 3 seconds 
* Uses: Unlimited 
* Cooldown time: 480 seconds  
* Requirement: Level 5
* Unlock cost: 4,000 Requisition Slips

The Laser Cannon in Helldivers 2, buffed in Patch 01.000.100, now inflicts more damage on durable enemy parts and has higher armor penetration, making it notably effective against heavily armored enemies such as Hulks, Chargers, and Bile Titans. Unlocked at Level 5, this weapon requires no ammo but demands skill in heat management and tactical positioning. Its recent upgrades have made it a more viable option for tackling higher-level play.

6. Mortar Sentry







* Call-In-Time: 3 seconds 
* Uses: Unlimited 
* Cooldown time: 180 seconds  
* Requirement: Level 8 
* Unlock cost: 7,000 Requisition Slips

As the first-best early-game sentry, the Mortar Sentry shines in defense missions and against hordes, adept at eliminating both large and small enemies with its generous ammo supply. Despite its power, its indiscriminate firing at close targets can lead to teamkilling. It's particularly effective against Automatrons and in stationary missions, where it can keep enemies at bay. However, its performance drops slightly against Terminids, who basically Zerg Rush you. Strategic placement and usage are key to avoiding friendly fire. Pairing it with the EMS Mortar Sentry can enhance its effectiveness, quickly stopping and delivering democracy to the enemies. 

7. Autocannon






* Call-In-Time: 3 seconds 
* Uses: Unlimited 
* Cooldown time: 480 seconds  
* Requirement: Level 10 
* Unlock cost: 7,000 Requisition Slips

The Autocannon and the Grenade Launcher are both explosive, area-of-effect (AOE) weapons designed to tackle swarms of smaller enemies, such as bugs and robots, as well as to destroy critical infrastructure like bug holes and robot production factories. However, the Autocannon is often favored over the Grenade Launcher for several reasons. Although it requires a backpack slot for ammunition storage—a requirement not applicable to the Grenade Launcher—the Autocannon offers substantial advantages. It boasts a significantly larger ammunition capacity and a higher rate of fire, making it more effective in sustained combat scenarios. 

8. Orbital Lasers







* Call-In-Time: 2 seconds 
* Uses: 3 
* Cooldown time: 300 seconds  
* Requirement: Level 15 
* Unlock cost: 10,000 Requisition Slips

This mighty laser, limited to three uses per mission and subject to a lengthy five-minute cooldown, can incinerate dozens of enemy units, as well as multiple heavily-armored enemies and structures. It automatically targets the largest unit within its considerable range. Additionally, the residual flames inflict damage-over-time. Notably, the laser poses no harm to allies unless they make direct contact with its beam. Remember, when using this Stratagem, always verbally communicate to your teammates that you will be FIRIN MAH' LAZER! 

9. Eagle 500KG Bomb






* Call-In-Time: 0 seconds 
* Uses: Unlimited 
* Cooldown time: N/A 
* Requirement: Level 15 
* Unlock cost: 10,000 Requisition Slips

The 500KG Bomb is essential in higher difficulties, where Hulks, Tanks, Bile Titans, and Chargers spawn more frequently. It can one-shot most bosses if they're within the impact area and also annihilates nearby regular units. Usage is limited to once before needing rearmament, but with the Expanded Weapons Bay ship module upgrade, it allows for two uses. Despite its imposing visuals, the bomb's area of effect is surprisingly small, requiring a well timed and precise aim before use against enemies. 

10. Shield Generator Pack







* Call-In-Time: 5 seconds 
* Uses: Unlimited 
* Cooldown time: 480 seconds  
* Requirement: Level 20 
* Unlock cost: 10,000 Requisition Slips

This shield is indispensable across all maps and against bugs, robots, and, hopefully, the Illuminate. Enhancing survivability significantly, the Shield Generator Pack prevents bugs from staggering you, and shields you against robot missiles. Notably, it can save you from accidental deaths caused by Orbital or Eagle Stratagems. Outside of combat, the shield also regenerates health after a short period. In Helldive mode, where facing 50+ enemies is common, the Shield Generator Pack is crucial. Lack of it in your loadout can even lead to being kicked by the host in higher-difficulty games. Despite the recent nerf to its recharge time, this stratagem is still a must-have in Helldiver 2. 

11. Railgun






* Call-In-Time: 3 seconds 
* Uses: Unlimited 
* Cooldown time: 480 seconds  
* Requirement: Level 20 
* Unlock cost: 10,000 Requisition Slips

The Railgun, previously a top-tier weapon, especially on Helldive mode, has recently been nerfed in 01.000.100 Patch. It was renowned for its high damage output in 'Unsafe' mode, effectively dealing with heavy enemies like Bile Titans and Hulks using minimal shots. Unlike the Autocannon and Recoilless Rifle, it allowed players to save backpack space for other essentials, such as the Shield Generator Pack, crucial for higher-difficulty survival.

Following a recent update, the Railgun's armor penetration and damage against armored enemies have been reduced. This nerf alters its position in the game's weapon hierarchy, requiring players to employ greater skill and precision to leverage its capabilities effectively. Despite the reduction in its overpowering dominance, it remains a viable weapon choice. The Railgun still necessitates careful management, including a charge-up period before firing, a single-shot limitation before reloading, and maintaining accuracy to avoid self-damage or incapacitation from overcharge. In summary, while no longer the undisputed best, the Railgun continues to be a strong option for players, albeit with adjusted expectations.

12. EMS Mortar Sentry







* Call-In-Time: 3 seconds 
* Uses: Unlimited 
* Cooldown time: 180 seconds  
* Requirement: Level 20 
* Unlock cost: 8,000 Requisition Slips

This turret excels against Automatons and bugs by firing EMP mortars that stunlock and slow enemies, disrupting their movement and making them vulnerable. It's moderately effective on its own but shines when combined with a Mortar Sentry, ensuring comprehensive area denial, or when used alongside Eagle/Orbital Stratagems for taking down larger enemies. Caution: its slowing effects also impact allies, so deploy before enemies get too close to you.
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Vertical Monitor vs Horizontal Monitor: Which One Is Better for You?
For graphic designers, data analysts, and anyone whose world revolves around pixels, the choice of monitor orientation can influence productivity and even long-term health. The debate between vertical and horizontal screen orientation is important for all those considering their next monitor investment. 

Vertical monitors are oriented with a portrait aspect ratio. Their shape is similar to a sheet of paper. On the other hand, horizontal monitors have a landscape aspect ratio and are what we are most familiar with. Each orientation has its own uses, but which one suits you better? Let's take a look at the pros and cons. 

Horizontal Monitors: The Standard 

Most of us already use horizontal monitors in our daily routines. These screens are very versatile and are ideal for activities such as graphic design, movie editing, and general office work. With their spacious display, you can have multiple windows open side by side. Another advantage of horizontal monitors is the widespread industry support they enjoy. Most software and applications are optimized for use with horizontal screens. 

Gamers, in particular, appreciate the experience provided by a wide, horizontal screen. Wide horizontal screens cover more field of view, so the user has fewer visual distractions and can enjoy a more realistic gaming experience. However, a larger horizontal monitor can occupy a substantial amount of your workspace. Prolonged use of horizontal monitors can also lead to increased eye strain and discomfort in the neck area. This is because we frequently have to look downwards or sideways to focus on parts of the screen, which can negatively affect visual comfort and posture over time. 

Vertical Monitors: The Very Specific Option 

Vertical monitors are a popular second display option. They tend to be used by professionals and gamers doing specific tasks that benefit from a portrait orientation. If your work involves coding or editing large documents, a vertical screen offers more text space, allowing you to view more lines of code or content at once and reducing the need for scrolling. For web browsing and referencing, a vertical monitor can be easier on the eyes and more natural. Instead of scrolling horizontally, you can scroll vertically, mimicking the natural motion of scrolling through a web page or a lengthy document. 

Vertical monitors are also common for commercial use. Advertising screens in shopping malls, transit stations, and other public places are often vertical. Their portrait format usually requires less retail surface than a horizontal counterpart, and they are easy to install using self-supporting bases attached to the ground or walls. 

From a space-saving perspective, a vertical monitor takes up less desk space. You can have more room for other items or simply enjoy a less cluttered work environment.  

The downside is that vertical monitors can pose challenges when it comes to watching multimedia or enjoying gaming experiences. Most content is primarily designed for a horizontal display, which may result in a less optimized viewing experience on vertical monitors. Likewise, installation costs might be higher. While many monitors can be used vertically, few include the required mounts or stands. 

Factors to Consider in Choosing the Right Monitor 

When deciding between a vertical and a horizontal monitor, consider the following: 

* Understanding your requirements: Assess your computer needs and prioritize what you spend the most time on. Evenly split tasks may benefit from a dual monitor setup with one vertical and one horizontal. 
* Ergonomics and comfort: Consider the health implications of your monitor choice. We often spend long hours in front of the computer, so look for a monitor that is easy on your eyes and will help you to keep a good posture. 
* Balancing features and cost: The market offers several price points for vertical and horizontal monitors. Factor in not just the cost but also the value each monitor will bring to your workspace. For example, the Acer EK1 Essential Monitor stands out with a sleek 21.5-inch screen and is ideal for those who seek a balance between cost, screen resolution, and space-saving design. 

Ultimately, the best monitor for you is the one that integrates well into your routine. 

 Recommended Products






Acer EK1 Essential Monitor

Shop Now







Nitro KG2 Gaming Monitor

Shop Now





About Carlos Rivera: Carlos is a writer, editor, translator, and teacher with experience in video games, technology, and travel writing. He loves the beach, crafts, and fried chicken. When he's not writing, he's probably knitting or playing D&D. 


	
How TravelMate Laptops Enhance Your SMB’s Collaboration
In the fast-paced landscape of small and medium-sized businesses (SMBs), collaboration stands as the foundation of productivity and growth. To address the ever-evolving demands of the modern workplace, seamless and effective communication becomes invaluable. And Acer TravelMate laptops are designed to do just that - allowing every interaction, meeting, and project to flow effortlessly, propelled by innovative, next-gen features and hardware. In the world of SMBs, where agility and efficiency are king, Acer TravelMate laptops stand ready to enhance your business’ collaboration and accelerate you towards success.



        https://youtu.be/3qeUm9YdUDE?si=9DN9_ZvBWrudCaMX

As we delve into the features that showcase the collaboration-enhancing abilities of Acer TravelMate laptops, it becomes clear that these devices are not just tools, but the keys to unlocking efficiency in SMBs - let's explore how each feature enhances the collaborative experience and empower SMBs to achieve their goals with ease.

Audio Features

Acer TravelMate laptops come equipped with advanced audio-enhancing AI technologies that ensure clear communication in any environment. With Acer PurifiedVoice featuring AI Noise Reduction, SMB professionals can conduct meetings and presentations with confidence, no matter if they're at a bustling café or working from a serene outdoor location. Further, the dual upward-facing speakers provide a rich, immersive audio experience, perfect for enhancing productivity while working from home. Additionally, DTS Audio improves clarity during remote calls, ensuring that every word is heard loud and clear.

Visual Enhancements

Visual clarity is essential for productive meetings and presentations, and Acer TravelMate laptops have you covered on this front as well. Acer PurifiedView technology keeps your meetings focused and productive with crisp visuals and distraction-free backgrounds thanks to features like background blurring and automatic framing - enhancing the professionalism of your remote experiences. The Acer TNR (Temporal Noise Reduction) Solution maintains high video quality during online meetings or training sessions, ensuring smooth communication even in challenging network conditions. With the HDR webcam, SMB professionals can capture important details during product demonstrations, delivering impactful presentations to clients and colleagues alike.






Powerful Software

The integration of Windows 11 Pro and Microsoft 365 into Acer TravelMate laptops offers the ability to bring your business’ collaborative experience to new heights. SMB professionals will be able to seamlessly multitask with collaborative apps for project management and video conferencing, maximizing their productivity throughout the workday. The addition of AI-assisted productivity tools such as Microsoft Teams also takes collaboration a step further by not only enabling businesses to hold meetings with ease, but also giving them the ability to create things such as remote brainstorming sessions with interactive whiteboards and collaborate in real-time on shared documents. More recently, Microsoft Copilot has also been optimizing workflows with unique AI-powered features such as AI-generated summaries of meetings along with automatically generated captions during calls over Teams. The seamless integration of these tools, when combined with Acer's hardware features, ensures a more efficient collaborative workflow for SMBs, empowering teams to achieve more together.







Conclusion

As you can see, these innovative features come together to empower your business with crystal-clear communication, crisp and distraction-free visuals, and more efficient workflows - no matter the location. Whether conducting remote client presentations, hosting virtual team meetings, or collaborating on projects with colleagues across the globe, the Acer TravelMate series provides all the tools your business needs to excel in today's challenging work environments.

We’ve explored just one facet of how Acer TravelMate laptops are capable of empowering your SMB. Click here to learn more about how Acer TravelMate can offer your business the perfect blend of cutting-edge technology and practical functionality, allowing you to navigate the challenges of the modern workplace with ease, drive productivity, inspire innovation, and achieve success for your businesses.
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Nitro 17: Best Value Gaming Laptop with a Huge Screen
If you’re a gamer looking for the best budget gaming laptop, sometimes the choice can be overwhelming. Don’t fret, we’ve done the hard work for you, so if you’re in the market for a high-performance, big screen gaming laptop but don’t want to break the bank, then Acer’s Nitro 17 may just be the computer you’re looking for.

Not content with settling for second best? Acer’s Nitro 17 gaming laptop is an immersive sensory revolution: 17-inch screen with a 165 QHD display. Featuring AI-Built in, premium has become mainstream: Nitro 17 pushes the boundaries of what gaming laptops can do. Prepare to unleash the future of your gaming with the Acer Nitro 17, available in a wide range of configurations to suit every requirement.

Providing the ultimate in adaptable flexibility for every gamer, Acer’s Nitro 17 is available with both Intel and AMD CPU processor versions, and GPUs up to NVIDIA® Geforce RTX™ 4070. Interested? Read on to discover why we think the Nitro 17 is the best value gaming laptop with a huge screen out there. We will also explore the different options available to truly take your gaming to another level. Let’s get stuck in! 

What’s unique about the Nitro 17, and what can a large screen do for you?

Acer’s Nitro 17 represents the pinnacle of affordable gaming laptop technology, in big screen format. A seamless combo of high-spec power, speed, screen size and affordability, the Nitro 17 is the optimum platform for relentless progression in the next generation of games and advancing in real life! 

Both the Intel and AMD processor versions provide superior gaming performance, with AI-powered graphics, while also delivering the flexibility to seamlessly multitask. While the Nitro 17 is a gaming laptop, innovative new architecture matches the right core to the right workload, so harness the power of advanced computing for gaming, work, creation and increased productivity in everyday computing tasks.

To experience the benefits of the 17-inch 165Hz QHD display, we recommend you seek out a Nitro 17 and see for yourself. Vivid DCI-P3 100% color gamut meets NVIDIA® G-SYNC®, delivering a visual extravaganza, guaranteeing perfect frames, pristine colors, and lag-free movement. Let’s take a look at the Intel version. 

Acer Nitro 17 Intel






The Nitro 17 AN17-72-56FS Gaming Laptop is currently priced around $1,250, and is available in black. Let’s check out its tech specs:

* Processor: Intel® Core™ i5-14450H processor Deca-core 2.40 GHz  
* Graphics Card: NVIDIA® GeForce RTX 4050 with 6 GB dedicated memory  
* Memory: 16 GB DDR6 SDRAM standard memory  
* Storage: 512 GB SSD 
* Display: 17.3" Full HD (1920 x 1080) 16:10 IPS 165 Hz 100% sRGB Color Gamut 
* Wireless: Killer Wi-Fi 6E AX1657i, Bluetooth 5.1 or above  
* Input: RGB 4 Zones Backlight, NitroSense, Caps Lock, Microphone Mute Indicator 
* Battery: Li-Ion, 90Wh

As you can see from these impressive specs, this is a future-ready gaming laptop ready to take you to the next level of gaming victory! The Nitro 17 is powered by 14th Gen Intel® Core™ processors, featuring freshly optimized hybrid architecture, as well as industry-leading technology. Constructed with highly-efficient Ada Lovelace architecture, The RTX 40 Series graphics cards use AI Tensor Cores and Optical Flow Accelerator, pushing the Nitro 17 to new levels of immersive, virtual worlds with full ray tracing.  On top of this, AI-powered Max-Q technologies optimize overall system performance as well as power, battery life, display, and sound. 

Acer Nitro 17 AMD







Now let’s take a peek at the AMD version of the Nitro 17: the Nitro 17 AN17-42-R9TH Gaming Laptop, also priced around $1,250, available in black:

* Processor: AMD Ryzen™ 7 8845HS processor Octa-core 3.80 GHz 
* Graphics Card: NVIDIA® GeForce RTX 4050 with 6 GB dedicated memory  
* Memory: 16 GB DDR6 SDRAM standard memory  
* Storage: 1 TB SSD 
* Display: 17.3" Full HD (1920 x 1080) 16:10 IPS 165 Hz 100% sRGB Color Gamut 
* Wireless: IEEE 802.11ax, Bluetooth 5.1 or above  
* Input: RGB 4 Zones Backlight, NitroSense, Caps Lock, Microphone Mute Indicator 
* Battery: Li-Ion, 90Wh

The tech specs of the Nitro 17 AMD speak for themselves, arming you with sufficient computing power and ample screen size to tackle anything that life might throw at you. Featuring AMD’s new Ryzen™ 8040 Series processors, the Nitro 17 opens your world to fresh, premium experiences, with integrated AI for gaming, work and everything in between. In common with the Intel version, the AMD version features the RTX AI advantage, thanks to NVIDIA RTX™ and GeForce RTX™. 

How do these AI features help?

* Gaming experience is augmented with RTX, (ray tracing), a rendering technique that simulates the way light interacts with objects in a virtual environment to produce highly realistic graphics, including reflections, shadows, and refractions. 
* Nvidia DLSS 3 and 3.5 (Deep Learning Super Sampling) giving you an AI boost for your best performance in over 300 games and apps. Note: DLSS 3 is available in all NVIDIA 40 series GPUS.  
* Creating content has never been easier than with AI-enabled and RTX accelerated apps. Over 100 apps, including Adobe Creative Cloud suite and Blackmagic Davinci Resolve have been AI-enabled, transforming your workflow with the NVIDIA Studio. 
* Productivity like never before: with RTX acceleration, let AI get started on everyday tasks, like drafting emails and documents. Got an online meeting? NVIDIA Broadcast delivers AI-enhanced voice and video features for video conferences. Finally, RTX Video Super Resolution automatically scales up content from popular platforms to 4K, providing immersive, crystal-clear viewing comfort.    






Other features

* Both the Intel and AMD versions of the Nitro 17 feature a newly refined chassis with dual-fan cooling, and quad intake and exhaust as well as vector heat pipes. Can’t stand the heat? Well the liquid metal thermal grease on the AMD Ryzen™ 8040 Series processor will keep things totally chilled. 
* Filter out ambient noises with the Purified Voice 2.0 AI-assisted noise reduction system. Coordinate your team, and execute your mission without distractions from barking dogs or revving engines with the three-mic design and beamforming technology. 
* NitroSense gives you the power to mold your 4-zone RGB keyboard’s luminescence to suit your needs, and choose from four custom gaming modes to reign supreme.

The takeaway







The Nitro 17 is truly a beast of a gaming laptop! Whatever game you’re playing now, the gaming world never stands still. Technological developments and breakthroughs in game design mean that increasingly powerful laptops are needed for seamless gaming experiences. Unreal Engine 5 is the upcoming engine that game developers will use to create their games going forward. With ever higher game specs, this new engine will require a better GPU in order to play the new generation of games. Acer Nitro 17 series laptops are future-ready laptops to play the next and future generations of Unreal Engine 5 games on medium to high settings. So, if you’re looking for high gaming performance on a massive screen, at an approachable price, then do yourself a favor and check out Acer Nitro 17 today.
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Explore Acer Predator's GPU Lineup: Top Choices for Gamers and Creators
GPUs are some of the more complex electronics assemblies available in personal computers, and Acer’s expertise in the computer hardware industry makes it well-placed to take on the competitive market in discrete GPUs. Acer Predator BiFrost is a series of graphics cards launched by Acer in 2022 that currently includes two main variants based on Intel GPU and AMD GPU architectures.

The Predator BiFrost GPU series is aimed primarily at PC gamers. The models in the series feature custom cooling solutions and distinct designs, with some models offering overclocked speeds and other enhancements. The first models in the series were the Predator BiFrost Intel® Arc™ A770 and A750, which use Intel's Arc™ A770 and A750 graphics processors, respectively. Acer also launched Predator BiFrost variants of the Radeon™ RX 7600 and 7800 GPUs in 2023, their first graphics cards based on AMD’s RDNA 2 and 3 architecture.

According to reviews, the Predator BiFrost GPUs generally fare well, offering competitive performance for their price points and having unique cooler designs to keep temperatures low. The overclocked models also offer extra performance compared with their reference cards.

What is the Intel® Arc™ GPU?

Intel’s Arc graphics card line was one of the most exciting developments when it first came out in 2022 in a GPU world long dominated by AMD and NVIDIA. Intel Arc refers to Intel's first series of discrete GPUs. Prior to this series, Intel only produced integrated graphics cards on their CPU dies. The first generation of Intel Arc GPUs is called Alchemist and includes the Arc™ A-Series of desktop and laptop GPUs, such as the Arc™ A770, which is what Acer’s first own-brand discrete GPU, the Predator BiFrost Intel® Arc™ A770, is based on. Intel Arc GPUs are aimed at both gamers and creators, with a focus on features like ray tracing, machine learning, and content creation acceleration. Early reviews of the Arc™ A770 found it to be competitive with entry-level GPUs from NVIDIA and AMD in terms of performance and value. The Intel Arc GPUs also come with dedicated drivers and software to improve how they perform.

What is the AMD Radeon™ RX GPU?

The AMD Radeon RX series is AMD’s mainstream consumer-level series of GPUs. The series is based on AMD’s Radeon™ DNA architecture. Current generations include the Radeon™ RX 6000 series (released in 2020) and the Radeon™ RX 7000 series (released in 2022). Radeon RX GPUs are used in both desktop and laptop graphics cards. Radeon RX GPUs target the mainstream/enthusiast market and aim to provide high performance for 1080p and 1440p gaming.

Predator BiFrost GPU series

Acer has given its own-branded GPU line a unique look: all cards in the series come in a dual-slot design measuring 10.5 inches × 4.6 inches. The top and bottom of the coolers are made of translucent plastic, and the top side hides the illuminated Predator logo on the left. A small “Intel Arc” or “Radeon” wordmark is situated on the right of the cards and accompanied by one or two 8-pin PCIe connectors, depending on the model. At the bottom of the cards, part of the cooling structure is exposed in a section that reveals some heatsink fins and copper heatpipes.

The coolers for all but the Predator BiFrost Radeon™ RX 7800 XT card have an unconventional fan layout: a mix of blower and axial fans that directs airflow in two separate directions. The axial fan features a ring structure connecting every individual fan blade, which helps with improving air pressure—useful for tighter heatsink fins to ram the air through narrow gaps. It’s worth noting that the section of the cards the axial fan occupies feature a cutout, so hot air simply gets pushed off to the back side of the cards. In the middle of the cards is a blower fan, something that most other GPU manufacturers have long moved on from due to their louder noise profile and relatively weaker cooling performance compared with axial fans.

All of the cards feature one HDMI 2.1 and three DisplayPort 1.4 outputs, and they can all be programmed using the Acer Predator BiFrost Utility app, which comes with everything you’d expect from a modern graphics card manufacturer. The app includes controls for adjusting RGB LED lights (for the Predator BiFrost Intel® Arc™ A770 OC card), fans, and clock speed.

Here are the specs for the five currently available Predator BiFrost GPU models: 

1. Predator BiFrost Intel® Arc™ A770 OC 






* Graphics Processor: Intel® Arc™ A770 
* GPU Base Clock: 2200 MHz 
* GPU Boost Clock: 2400 MHz 
* Graphics Memory Type: GDDR6 
* Graphics Memory Amount: 16 GB 
* Thermal Design Power (TDP): 225 W 

2. Predator BiFrost Intel® Arc™ A750 OC







* Graphics Processor: Intel® Arc™ A750 
* GPU Base Clock: 2400 MHz 
* Graphics Memory Type: GDDR6 
* Graphics Memory Amount: 8 GB 
* Resolution: 7680 X 4320 (max) 
* Thermal Design Power (TDP): 225 W 

3. Predator BiFrost AMD Radeon™ RX 7800 XT OC






* Graphics Processor: Radeon™ RX 7800 
* GPU Base Clock: 2254 MHz 
* GPU Boost Clock: 2565 MHz 
* Graphics Memory Type: GDDR6 
* Graphics Memory Amount: 16 GB 
* Thermal Design Power (TDP): 263 W 

4. Predator BiFrost AMD Radeon™ RX 7600







* Graphics Processor: Radeon™ RX 7600 
* GPU Base Clock: 2250 MHz 
* GPU Boost Clock: 2655 MHz 
* Graphics Memory Type: GDDR6 
* Graphics Memory Amount: 8 GB 
* Resolution: 7680 X 4320 (max) 

 5. Predator BiFrost AMD Radeon™ RX 7600 OC






* Graphics Processor: Radeon™ RX 7600 
* GPU Base Clock: 2320 MHz 
* GPU Boost Clock: 2725 MHz 
* Graphics Memory Type: GDDR6 
* Graphics Memory Amount: 8 GB 
* Memory Clock: 18 GBPS (max) 

Benefits of an Acer-branded GPU

Gamers and content creators may choose to purchase an Acer-branded GPU instead of the original version from AMD or Intel for a few reasons:

* Cooling and overclocking: Acer's models have enhanced cooling solutions, and some are factory overclocked, allowing for better performance out of the box compared with reference designs from AMD or Intel. 
* Aesthetics: Acer GPUs have unique chassis designs and lighting effects that may appeal more to some users compared with the original GPU. 
* Pricing: Acer has made their GPUs highly affordable and sometimes offers GPUs as part of bundle deals with other components, such as desktops, making a purchase of an Acer GPU often the best choice.
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Buy Now






Predator BiFrost Intel® Arc™ A770 OC Graphics Card
Buy Now


	
Bot-Driven Business Tools to Boost Efficiency
In this age of automation, businesses that haven’t jumped on the bot bandwagon are missing out on benefits like increased efficiency, significant savings, and 24-hour personalized service for customers around the globe. 

Bots, a term shortened from “robots” or “internet robots,” are scripts or software applications designed to perform tasks such as interacting with users or other software systems. They carry out predefined commands or follow algorithms autonomously, removing the need for direct human instruction or intervention. 

Good Bot, Bad Bot 

Because there are numerous ways in which they can be used, bots can be classified as good or bad depending on the impact they have on websites and users. Bad bots perform malicious or unwanted actions and are typically programmed to disrupt services or engage in various fraudulent activities. Examples of bad bots include web scrapers that extract content from web pages without permission, Distributed Denial of Service (DDoS) bots that attack websites by flooding their servers with traffic, and spam bots that distribute emails, messages, links, and other types of content. 

Good bots, on the other hand, have a neutral-to-positive impact on the internet. They’re used ethically and often with the consent of website owners or users. Good bots include search engine crawlers that index web pages to improve search results, virtual assistants that provide information and fulfill user requests, and monitoring bots that track website performance and keep security threats at bay. 






Bot Applications for Business 

The benefits of good bots are even greater for businesses, as these automated tools help increase efficiency, streamline processes, and improve customer service. Here are a few different types of useful bots and the specific advantages they offer: 

Chatbots 

Using artificial intelligence (AI), natural language processing (NLP), and other algorithms, chatbots are programmed to interact with users on various interfaces, including websites, apps, and messaging platforms. Just like a human customer service provider would, an AI chatbot answers user questions and provides information and assistance. The difference is that a bot offers 24-hour availability and can handle multiple user interactions at once. 

Benefits for businesses: 

A chatbot not only handles customer service or virtual assistance, but also serves marketing, e-commerce, and data collection purposes. More complex bots can learn from conversations with customers and adapt their responses over time, giving businesses a powerful, efficient, and scalable means of communicating with clients in various contexts and across diverse platforms. 

Social Media Bots 

Bots can be used on social media platforms like Facebook, X, and Instagram to publish content, send messages, follow users, or like posts. They can be harnessed for marketing goods and services, spreading information, and engaging with users. 

Benefits for businesses: 

Auto social bots enhance efficiency by providing a means to reach potential customers, generate relevant content, increase brand visibility, and interact with users 24/7. They eliminate the need to have someone manually posting content or conversing with people in the comments section.

Shopping Bots 

A shopbot acts like a virtual personal shopper that assists users in browsing and purchasing products online. Typically used within e-commerce platforms, shopping bots provide ease and convenience for customers by helping them search for items, compare prices, or complete their order. 

Benefits for businesses: 

By guiding and influencing customers in decision-making and aiding them through the online shopping process, bots can generate more sales for businesses and reduce abandoned carts. More advanced shopping bots can learn from user preferences, past interactions, and even product reviews to make personalized recommendations. 

Transactional Bots 

Designed to handle user queries about transactions and account management, these bots can perform tasks such as processing payment information, making bookings and reservations, scheduling appointments, and transferring funds. 

Benefits for businesses: 

These bots are programmed to complete transactions seamlessly without human involvement. They play a crucial role in streamlining processes, improving user experiences, and enhancing efficiency in facilitating transactions across various online platforms and services.



        https://youtu.be/sCAVyBqeWgs?si=LcKr6DOKx0BfSGwe

There are multiple ways to integrate bots in your business. You can build your own bots if you have the technical know-how, or you can choose from numerous existing platforms and plugins. Make sure your chatbot and other automated tools are scripted and implemented correctly, or else they can slow down your website. Top-notch hardware like the Acer Swift Go 14 Laptop or the Swift Edge 16 Laptop can help optimize the process of implementing bots in your business, including adding bot management tools to shield your organization from attacks and threats from bad bots. 

Bots for Businesses at Every Scale 

Tapping the power of bots presents huge growth opportunities for businesses of all sizes, from microenterprises whose small teams have very limited time and energy, to large-scale companies looking to direct their resources toward specific areas like strategy or product development. Bot-powered solutions enable organizations to stay competitive and adaptable in an ever-evolving market. Benefits like personalized experiences and instant customer support result in a win-win scenario for customers and businesses alike. 

The future of commerce lies in the synergy between human expertise and technological prowess. You don’t need to look further than the small but mighty chatbot on your screen for proof. 
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Swift Edge 16 Laptop
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Best Pokémon Like Games on PC
Pokémon stands as a cornerstone of Nintendo's gaming empire, captivating millions since its initial release with Pokémon Red and Blue in 1996. This series quickly became a cultural phenomenon, amassing a dedicated global fan base and cementing its status as one of Nintendo's most celebrated franchises. Despite its widespread acclaim, Pokémon games have traditionally been exclusive to Nintendo's hardware, leaving PC gamers longing for similar experiences on their platform of choice. In response to this gap, a variety of developers have risen to the challenge of crafting games that echo the spirit of Pokémon for the PC audience.

Yet, it's important to acknowledge that while there have been many attempts, not all have succeeded in capturing the essence of the Pokémon experience, with many falling short of expectations. This article aims to sift through the multitude and highlight only the best Pokémon clones available on PC. These select titles stand out for their quality, innovative gameplay elements, and ability to deliver a comparable sense of adventure and excitement that fans have come to love from Pokémon games.

1. Coromon






A delightful homage to the Pokémon series, Coromon by TRAGsoft blends familiar monster-catching joy with its own unique flair. Players dive into a world where capturing and training creatures, known as Coromon, is key to becoming a top trainer. The game stands out with its challenging gameplay, strategic battles based on Coromon types, and a beautiful pixel art style that nods to retro aesthetics while feeling thoroughly modern. With customizable difficulty settings and a rich narrative, Coromon offers both nostalgia and novel twists for genre enthusiasts. It's a must-play for those seeking a fresh yet reminiscent experience of the monster-catching adventures. 

2. Palworld







Fondly known as Pokémon with guns by the wider gaming community, Palworld, developed by Pocketpair, entered early access in January 2024, offering a unique fusion of creature collecting and open-world survival. In Palworld, players can capture, breed, and live alongside creatures called Pals, echoing the Pokémon theme of companionship and battle. However, it diverges with its survival mechanics, allowing for building, farming, and even engaging in cooperative or competitive multiplayer adventures. While it shares the monster-catching spirit of Pokémon, Palworld introduces a mature twist with its survival challenges and crafting elements, appealing to a broader audience who also enjoy playing games like Fortnight, Rust, and Minecraft. 

3. TemTem 






Crema's TemTem, released in January 2020, presents a massively multiplayer adventure directly inspired by Pokémon's creature-collection and battle mechanics. Players explore the Airborne Archipelago, capturing and training TemTem for battle in a vibrant online world. Similar to Pokémon, TemTem focuses on capturing creatures and battling other trainers, but sets itself apart with its MMO environment, encouraging real-time interaction and cooperation among players. The strategic depth of battles and emphasis on community and competition offer a familiar yet distinct experience, making TemTem a standout alternative for fans of the genre.

4. ARK: Survival Evolved 







Studio Wildcard's ARK: Survival Evolved, released in August 2017 for PC, brings a unique perspective to the creature-collecting genre. While not a traditional match for Pokémon's focus on collection and training for competition, ARK offers the thrill of taming and interacting with creatures in a survival context. Players are thrust into a world filled with prehistoric and mythical beasts, focusing on survival through crafting, building, and exploration. The game's emphasis on creature interaction and a harsher survival environment offers a distinct, more mature take on the theme of living alongside fantastic creatures.

5. Ni No Kuni: Wrath of the White Witch 






Developed by Level-5 in collaboration with Studio Ghibli, Ni No Kuni: Wrath of the White Witch, released in November 2011, marries the monster-catching mechanics with a deeply narrative-driven RPG. Similar to Pokémon, it involves recruiting a diverse cast of creatures to fight alongside the player in a beautifully animated world. However, Ni No Kuni distinguishes itself with its story depth, character development, and the involvement of Studio Ghibli, offering an experience that feels more like playing through an animated feature film. Its emotional storytelling and stunning visuals provide a unique blend of RPG elements and creature collecting that stands apart from Pokémon's more battle-focused narrative.

6. Cassette Beasts 







Bytten Studio's Cassette Beasts, released in April 2023, introduces a unique twist to the monster-catching genre with its innovative fusion mechanic, allowing players to combine creatures into powerful new forms. While it shares the foundational element of capturing and battling with creatures, similar to Pokémon, Cassette Beasts sets itself apart with its fusion system, retro-inspired art style, and emphasis on strategy. The game's setting on the mysterious island of New Wirral and its narrative depth offers a fresh perspective on the genre, appealing to those looking for innovation within the familiar framework of monster collection and battle.

7. Nexomon: Extinction 






Released in August 2020 by VEWO Interactive Inc., Nexomon: Extinction offers a return to the classic monster-catching gameplay, with over 300 unique Nexomon to capture, train, and battle. Echoing Pokémon's core mechanics, Nexomon focuses on exploration, turn-based combat, and a narrative-driven journey. However, it differentiates itself with a distinct storyline, unique creatures, and a world that offers a new take on the familiar formula. For fans of the genre looking for a game that pays homage to Pokémon's roots while presenting its own unique challenges and story, Nexomon: Extinction is a compelling choice.
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